ORR SOCIAL EVENTS SURVEY

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

89 completed the survey – 82 via the e-mail link, 2 via hard copy and 5 anonymously via the website link. This represents one in three members (or nearly one in two if you take the recently circulated number of members into account).  A small number of members with special requirements were identified; all bar two were contacted and offered alternative arrangements for responding. A Running Shirt was offered as a prize for a lucky respondent who completed the survey by 31st July.  This was won by Rachel Bailey.

The highest proportion of respondents have been members for 3-5 years and predominant age range is 30-50 years.

Sports topped the list of interests, with holidays, family, music, eating and drinking and socialising in close pursuit.

Events that would prove most popular with members are Sports events, Pub Nights, Dining Out, Bike Rides, Quiz Nights, Picnics, Theatre and Cinema trips and a Christmas Event.

The issue of children-friendly events was completely divisive; and there is clearly the room for activities involving the kids as well as adults only events.

The distance that members are willing to travel did depend on the nature of the event in question, but generally we are willing to travel for up to one hour to attend an event.

Members clearly had strong views about the Dinner & Dance; it should take place in May at a local venue where there is a pay bar and members are seated with their friends.  There should be a buffet meal provided, quiet areas for conversation, background music and a DJ.

Members are willing to pay £20-25 for their annual Dinner & Dance.

FULL DETAILS
LENGTH OF MEMBERSHIP

The biggest proportion of respondents (35) had been members for between 3 and 5 years, but 13 members of 1 year or less took part, 21 who had been members for 1-2 years, and the rest (17) had been members for 5-10 years or longer (3 respondents skipped the question).  So a good spread of members.
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AGE RANGE

The age range of those respondents was 40-50 years – 33 members, 30-40 years 31 members, with 14 respondents from the 50-60 age range, and 4 from the 20-30 and 5 from the over 60 age ranges.  Again, a good spread of people from different age groups.
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INTERESTS

Sports & Fitness was the most popular interest (chosen by 77 members), followed by holidays (53 members), music (52 members) and Children and Family (51 members).  The full list is as follows:

INTEREST


 Number of Times Selected

Sports & Fitness



77

Holidays




53

Music





52

Children and Family



51

Drinking




46

Socialising




45

Reading




40

Eating out




39

Away Breaks




39

Healthy Living / Diet



30

Gardening




28

Dancing




15

Quizzes




13

Animals and Pets



11

DIY



  

  8

Motoring


  

  7

Voluntary Work

  

  6

Other interests mentioned:

Cinema and theatre, movies and TV, walking & rambling, entertaining, pottery & jewellery making, family history, skiing, 10-pin bowling, cycling, sailing, arts and culture, Scottish Highland dancing, tossing the caber and haggis bashing.

EVENTS THAT MEMBERS WANT TO GO TO

Again Sports came out top here again (46 members), closely followed by Pub Nights (44 members), Dining Out (43 members), Bike Rides (42 members), Quizzes (42 members) and a Christmas Celebration (41 members).  The full list is as follows:

ACTIVITY


 Number of Times Selected

Sports 





46 

Pub Nights




44 

Dining Out 




43 

Bike Rides



 
42 

Quiz Nights 




42

Christmas Celebration 



41

Training Weekends Away


38

Theatre and Cinema 



32

Picnics 





31

Overseas Runs 



28

Orienteering 




26

Discos 





24

Paintballing 




21

Barn Dances 




13

Holidays 




11

*Walks & Rambling



10

None





  2

*Added later on in the survey; the figure here is misleading as only the final 18 people to respond would have answered this question.  As over 50% of these respondents were interested in organised walks, it is probably safe to assume that this would have been a popular choice had earlier respondents had a chance to select it. It will, therefore, feature in the events calendar.

Additional suggestions:

Go Ape (Bedgebury Forest), Food any type, Indian & Chinese Food, Walks, Mongolian, Sushi, the Brockenhurst 5. £10-20 maximum cost for one of these events.

CHILDREN AT EVENTS

This is the question that completely divided the membership – whether or not you wanted children-friendly events.

Yes




42 members

No




41 members

HOW FAR ARE YOU WILLING TO TRAVEL TO AN EVENT

This largely depended on the type of event organised, but up to 1 hour travel was the most popular choice.  NB More than one option could be chosen.  The full result was:

Distance


 Number of Times Selected

15-30 Drive




47

up to 1 hour travel



46

5-15 minutes drive



36

Walking distance



29

THE DINNER & DANCE

Do you want to attend?
      Number of members

Yes





69

No





  5

Maybe





14

Most people want to attend the Dinner & Dance.  Further analysis of the “maybes” is necessary to ensure we do everything we can to attract the waverers.

The responses from this part of the survey are quite revealing.  According to members, the Dinner & Dance should be held on a Saturday evening in May.  It should be held at a local venue, it should cost £20-25, there should be a pay bar, background music and DJ, a quiet area for conversation, an award ceremony, buffet meal and members want to be seated with their friends.  

What members do not want is equally clear.  We don’t want to be met and greeted on arrival, no fancy dress, raffles, quizzes or audio-visual shows.  It doesn’t even have to take place at a professional venue.  Caberet, a live music act and decorations are not essential ingredients of a successful Dinner & Dance.

Opinion was completely divided on a Friday night event.  

There was a very slight preference for a child-friendly Dinner & Dance.

The full results are below; the green shaded area is what we want, the yellow area what we are uncertain about and the red area what we do not want.

Dinner & Dance Element
    Essential
                  Not Necessary

Local Venue




61



17

Seated with Friends



58



20

Buffet Meal




56



21

Held on Saturday Night


51



27

DJ





49



29

Background Music



46 



32

Quiet Areas for Conversation

45



33

Awards Ceremony



45



34

Pay Bar




43



35
Held on Friday Night


39



39

Adults Only




38



40

Sit-Down Meal



37



41
Professional Venue



37



45

Live Music Act



31



47

Taxi Collection Service


22



56

Quizzes




21



55

Raffle





21



57

Bring Your Own Drinks


17



61

Held on Sunday



15



65

Decorations




12



66

Audio / Visual Shows


10



68

Barn Dance




 9



69

Cabaret / Magician



 6



72

Bring Your Own Food


 4



74

*Fancy Dress




 2



15

*Met and Greeted on Arrival

 1



16
* These items were suggested by others and added to the list later on; only the last 17 respondents answered these questions.

Additional suggestion:  After Dinner speaker. 

WHEN SHOULD IT BE HELD?

May continues to be the preferred month (31 members). Although an October event (18 members) would be popular, as would February, November and December events (16 members each).  The full result (remembering that you could make 4 selections) is:

May    



31

October 


18

February 


16

November 


16

December 


16

June 



15

March



12

January 


11

April 



10

September 


10

July 



3

August 


2

Anytime 


21

Additional comments were in favour of a Summer and Christmas event.  Others were cautious about December events and other months when there was potential to clash with other showcase events were staged (eg the Orpington Races and the London Marathon).

HOW MUCH WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO PAY?

£20-25 was the most popular choice.  The full result is:

Cost



Number of Members

£20-25




26

£15-20




19

£25-30




17

£10-15




 8 

More than £30



 6

Free to Members


 0

If, for example, the Club were seeking to achieve revenue maximisation (which it is not), the table below shows how many people would attend a Dinner & Dance at the price point which would earn the Club the most money (in the example below it would be 68 members at a cost in the £15 – 20 price range. This indicative example, of course, doesn’t include partners.

	Number of Members
	Mid-Price
	Cumulative Number
	Revenue

	8
	£12.5
	76
	£950.00

	19
	£17.5
	68
	£1190.00

	26
	£22.5
	49
	£1102.50

	17
	£27.5
	23
	£632.50

	6
	£32.5
	6
	£195.00


CONCLUSIONS:

These are the areas where the effort should be made in establishing a calendar of events for the year:

	Event
	Plans / Progress to date

	Sports 
	Suggestions welcomed and volunteers required to help co-ordinate.

	Pub Nights
	Farewell celebration for Andrea Bramm,

Celebration of Nigel Webb’s 100th Marathon, last Tuesday of the month “theme” nights in the Buff, post London Marathon and Orpington Races celebrations.

	Dining Out 
	ORR Dining around the world, starting with Indian in November

	Bike Rides
	Claire (McGavigan) Clarke to organise group – more details soon.

	Quiz Nights 
	Could possible join an existing pub quiz night – say Sunday night at the Queen’s Head, or we could organise an ORR quiz night if we can identify a suitable venue.

	Christmas Celebration 
	Requires some careful thought, but action needed quickly if we are going to be able to book somewhere suitable.

	Training Weekends Away
	Requires some thought – one idea would be to stay at the Travel Lodge £19.50 per night based on two sharing twin room) in Eastbourne and head out over Beachy Head and / or 1066 country.

	Theatre and Cinema 
	Trial theatre visits: Shout! (starring Claire Sweeney) at Bromley Churchill Theatre – Monday 13th October, 7.30pm, tickets £18 (reduced from £25), Pantomime Cinderella at the Churchill, starring Steve Guttenberg (Police Academy, 3 Men and a Baby) – Sunday 7th December, 5.30pm, all tickets £14.60 (reduced from £21),  If these are successful we may try to get free tickets for the recording of a TV show.

	Picnics 
	Either Myra Garrett 10k at Danson Park (with boating option / rounders match) or Sevenoaks Seven (with visit to deer park / rounders match) – both in May 2009.

	Walks
	Usually a walk is organised between Christmas and the New Year.


The next three most popular events are:

Overseas runs; a run in Athens (organised by Betty Chan) is planned in November (see events calendar on website), Orienteering; Peter Amos organises an annual Orienteering afternoon and discos, which can be incorporated into the Dinner & Dance and perhaps the Christmas Celebration.

Any comments, questions or observations about this survey should be directed to Nick Kasper, 25 Willersley Avenue, Orpington, BR6 9RT  Tel: 01689 854591, Mob: 07795 262497, E: nick.kasper@ntlworld.com
NOTES
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